
Rev. Stephan Huy Tran, O.Carm. and Rev. 
Joseph Hung Tran, O.Carm. were ordained to the 
priesthood by Most Reverend Bishop Dominick 
Lagonegro of Newburgh on Monday, May 7, 2007 
in a ceremony held at the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Middletown, New 
York.  About 200 
people were present for 
the ceremony.   

Adding to the 
solemnity and beauty 
of  the Cathol ic 
occasion, more than 
100 Vietnamese flew 
in from around the 
United States to bear 
w i t n e s s  a t  t h e 
ceremony.  

Rev. Stephan 
Huy Tran, O.Carm. 
was born in Saigon on 
August 19, 1973.  He 
professed first vows as a Carmelite on June 11, 
2001.  He recently received his Masters of Divinity 
degree from the Washington Theological Union in 
Washington D.C..   

Rev. Joseph Hung Tran, O.Carm. was born 
on December 1, 1976 in Dong Nai, Vietnam.  He 
professed first vows on June 11, 2001 and received 
his Masters of Divinity degree from the Washington 
Theological Union.  He also received a Certificate in 

Carmelite Studies.    

In his homily, Bishop Lagonegro challenged 
those to be ordained to serve the people of God 
faithfully.   He pointed out that the first apostles 
acted when called by God.   He challenged the newly 

ordained to act, to 
respond to the needs of 
those to whom they will 
minister. 

 He emphasized 
the particular role of 
priests in administering 
the sacraments and 
proclaiming the word of 
God to all.  Bishop 
Lagonegro said that they 
will represent the Lord in 
a manner that enfleshes 
Christ in our lives by the 
sacraments they will 
c e l e b r a t e ,  m o s t 
especially the Eucharist, 
by their preaching and 

His teaching and by the example of their lives.  

 In a particular way, the Lord will be 
present among us and known to us by their 
friendship with Him. 

He pointed out that God has given each 
person particular ministries.  Priests are ordained to 
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(L-R) Bishop Lagonegro, Rev. Stephan Huy Tran, O.Carm and                    
Rev. Joseph Hung Tran, O.Carm. 
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Bishop Lagonegro blesses the congregation with holy 
water at the beginning of the ceremony. 

lead God’s people in the offering of praise and the 
proclamation of the Gospel. They share with the 
Bishop in the oversight of the Church, delighting in 
its beauty and rejoicing in its well-being. They are 
to set the example of the Good Shepherd always 
before them as the pattern of their calling. With the 
Bishop and their fellow presbyters, they are to 
sustain the community of the faithful by the 
ministry of word and sacrament, that we all may 
grow into the fullness of Christ and be a living 
sacrifice acceptable to God. 

Behind the altar of the church at St. Albert's 
Chapel at the National Shrine were two tapestries. 
The one on the right carried a Vietnamese symbol 
of a butterfly, a symbol for new life or resurrection 
— and for the age-old pageantry that took place 
before it.  That pageantry was enhanced, not just by 
the ancient rituals of communion and ordination, 
but also by remarkable music. 

The St. Albert's mixed choir was joined by a 
Vietnamese choir from Washington, D.C.           
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The Vietnamese choir sang two hymns: "Tua 
Lan Tram Huong" ("Like Incense Rising to 
Heaven") and "Khuc Cam Ta" ("Song of 
Thanksgiving").  The combined choirs sang the 
Latin "Song and the Silence" during the 
anointing of hands, as Bishop Dominick 
Lagonegro performed the ancient rite. 

In his remarks after communion, Father 
Michael Kissane, the Prior Provincial of the St. 
Elias Province mentioned that this occasion was 
a great day for the church and for the Order.  He 
noted that it was about 14 years ago that the first 
Vietnamese men started living in community.  
He thanked the many people who worked with 
our students in their years of formation.   

Father Kissane noted, “We offer our 
deepest congratulations to both Joseph Hung and 
Stephan Huy on this historic occasion. Please 
continue to pray for our Formation Program and 
all of our students as they continue their journey 
in Carmel.” 

Just as the Apostles appointed seven men 
to assist them in their ministry, so, too, were 
seven Carmelites ordained to the transitional 
diaconate on Saturday, May 5, 2007.  The 
ceremony took place  at the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.  
Most Reverend Martin Holly, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Washington presided.  Those ordained 
deacons from the St. Elias Province included, 
Bro. Stephan Tuu Le, O.Carm., Bro. 
Christopher Iannizzotto, O.Carm., Bro. 
Joseph Trung Tran, O.Carm., Bro. Joseph 
Diep Dinh, O.Carm., Bro. Joseph Viet Dinh, 
O.Carm. and Bro. Hasely King, O.Carm.  
 Bro. Herman Kinzler, O.Carm. from 
the Most Pure Heart of Mary Province was 
ordained a deacon in the same ceremony, as well 
as one brother from the Dominican Order.  All of 
the ordained will continue their formation and 
theological studies at Whitefriars Hall in 
Washington D.C..   

Many Carmelites from the Washington 
area and beyond attended the ceremony.   A 
large number of family members and friends of 
those ordained also attended.  In his homily, 
Bishop Holly encouraged all those who would be 
ordained to the diaconate to be men of service.  
He pointed out that the role of a deacon is 
primarily one of service to God’s people.  He 
challenged them to be men of faith who proclaim 
the Gospel by their word and action.   

In the Catholic church, a transitional 
deacon is a man who has been ordained a deacon 
and intends to become a priest. Transitional 
deacons are usually ordained to the diaconate 
after they complete their third year of theological 
studies.  A deacon assists the bishop and priests. 
He is ordained, not to the priesthood but to 
service. He has a three-fold role of service: �
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A deacon finds his identity not in what he 
does, but in who he is. Deacons minister in many 
different settings from the traditional parish to 
prisons, hospitals, and convalescent homes. 
Regardless of where a deacon finds himself, it is 
there that he serves. Each of the seven 
Carmelites who were ordained to the diaconate 
will spend the summer ministering in a parish as 
a deacon.   
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Bishop Martin Holly with the newly ordained deacons at the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,               

Washington, DC 



 Michael Kissane, O.Carm., Provincial 
of the Carmelites of the Province of St. Elias 
received word on Tuesday, May 1st 2007 that the 
Archdiocese of New York decided to appoint an 
Archdiocesan priest as Pastor of Our Lady of the 
Scapular-St. Stephen’s Parish.  Because of this 
decision, the Carmelites will no longer staff Our 
Lady of the Scapular-St. Stephen’s Parish and 
Bellevue Hospital.  The Carmelites have served 
there since 1889 when the first Carmelites     
arrived from Ireland to serve the Irish             
immigrants of the Lower East side of           
Manhattan.   

 This decision by the Archdiocese is part 
of an overall plan that the Archdiocese of New 
York has for the lower East side. The            
Carmelites will be leaving July 1.   

 The Carmelites first lived in and staffed 
Our Lady of the Scapular Parish, which was  
located on 28th Street between First and Second 
Avenues.   Since the beginning, the Carmelites 
have provided Catholic chaplains for Bellevue 
Hospital – the oldest public hospital in the 
United States and one of the busiest in the City 
of New York.   

 In the early 1980’s, the decision was 
made to combine Our Lady of the Scapular with 
St Stephen’s Parish on 29th Street off Lexington 
Avenue. The Carmelites then continued to serve 
at the newly created parish of Our Lady of the 
Scapular-St. Stephen’s.       
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 Eventually, the old Our Lady of the 
Scapular was torn down and the land sold for 
development.   Much of the funds from this sale 
of land went toward needed repairs and       
renovation at the newly created parish and                          
toward maintaining the ministry there over the 
years.   

 This Romanesque Revival-style church, 
built in 1854 to the designs of architect James 
Renwick, Jr., is an example of robust             
architecture that set the pace for the Victorian 
Romanesque. Equally important is the church's 
painted interior decorative scheme that was  
executed after the Civil War by the renowned 
artist, Constantine Brumidi (1805-1880),      
considered the last Master of the Italian         
Baroque tradition. Renwick's strongly            
articulated tripartite composition inventively 
employs a lively pattern of repetitive round-
arched motifs derived from the mature German 
Romanesque cathedrals.  

Inside, plastered cast-iron columns with 
elaborate foliated capitals support multi-ribbed 
vaulting. The nave is lit by over 100 figurative 
painted stained glass windows by Meyer of  
Munich installed in the 1860s.  The church is   
nationally significant for its decorative scheme 
commissioned in 1866 from Brumidi, consisting 
of a huge mural of the Crucifixion over the 
High Altar, forty-five murals and paintings 
around the walls, and a scheme of architectural 
illusion, called trompe l'oeil. Brumidi is          
renowned for his extensive murals in the U.S. 
Capitol that were recently restored.  

 As part of the Archdiocesan realignment 
plan, the Archdiocese decided to close down 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish a few 
blocks from Our Lady of the Scapular-St. 
Stephen’s on East 33rd Street.   A small chapel 
is presently being built where the old church 
once stood.   Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
Parish has been merged with Our Lady of the 
Scapular-St. Stephen’s.  Much of the land where 
the old Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary once 
stood has been sold to a developer. 

 The Carmelites were offered St. John  
the Martyr Parish on East 72nd Street.   After 
reviewing extensive data on the parish, the   
Provincial Council decided to accept this offer. 

 St. John the Martyr is an upper middle-
class parish located a few blocks from Central 
Park.  Weekend mass attendance is about 1,000.   
It is comprised mainly of elderly and young 
adults.  There are presently five masses on the 
weekend and three masses each day.  A number 
of institutions such as Marymount Manhattan   
College, New York Hospital and Mary Manning 
Walsh Nursing Home are in the parish. The 
transition out of Our Lady of the Scapular-St. 
Stephen’s and into St. John the Martyr will take 
place in July, 2007. 
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A 27-year chapter in the history of the 
Carmelite Order will end this summer at Pope 
John Paul II High School in Boca Raton, Florida, 
with the departure of the last three members     
stationed there.  Fr. Guy Fiano, O.Carm.  Presi-
dent of the school, along with Fr. Thomas 
Zalewski, O.Carm. who is the Facilities Director, 
and Chemistry teacher Bro. Robert Chiulli, 
O.Carm. are being reassigned.  A Mass of 
Thanksgiving in honor of the service the          
Carmelites have provided to the school           
community was celebrated on Saturday, May 12th 
in the Pope John Paul II High School gym.  The 
Mass was followed by a dinner reception in the 
Cafetorium.   

During the liturgy, Fr. Chuck              
Notabartolo, the Vicar General of the Diocese of 
Palm Beach thanked the Carmelites on behalf of 
Bishop Barbarito, who could not attend, for all 
they had done to make the school what it is today.  
In his homily, Fr. Michael Kissane, O.Carm. 
recalled some of the early experiences the        
Carmelites had in beginning the school.  In 1980 
when the school opened, seven men were sent to 
staff it.  Two more would join them the next 
school year.  Fr. Michael went on to say: “What 
we celebrate this afternoon is hope for the future.”  
He pointed out that “the season of Easter reminds 
us that we, as Christians, are people of hope.  So, 
it is with great trust in God and hope for the    
future that all can look to the future.”  He said  
“The work at PJPII High School is not finished.  
God has called us to continue the work of       
creation, to continue to make the Kingdom of God 
come alive here at this school.” He challenged all 
present  to continue to form and shape Pope John 
Paul II High School.  

The Carmelites leave behind, “the   
Catholic tradition and the deeply rooted charism 
of prayer and contemplation, especially through 
the intensive four-day retreat that our high school 
seniors go through — the Kairos Retreat, from a 
Greek word meaning ‘the Lord’s time.’” 

After communion, Fr. Guy Fiano        
mentioned that with the permission of Bishop  
Barbarito, the Administration Building of the 
school was re-named “Carmelite Hall.”  Through 
a generous donation of some long-time supporters 
of the school, a sign was erected on the front of 
the building that can be seen as you enter the 
school.   This tribute to the Carmelites will be a 
reminder to all  future students, faculty and staff of 
the significant role the Carmelites had in          
beginning the school.   In her remarks at the     
reception, Sister Eileen Sullivan the school   
Principal said “As we build on our tradition, 
God’s presence will direct our efforts to fully   
realize the wonderful opportunity that lies        
before us. The pride in our past gives great   
promise to the future.” 

 Each of the present Carmelites will be 
moving on to new assignments.  Fr. Guy Fiano, 
O.Carm. will be going to Mt. Carmel High School 
in Chicago, where he will be a Guidance       
Counselor.   Fr. Thomas Zalewski, O.Carm. is  
taking a sabbatical and getting some training in 
Gerontology.  Brother Robert Chiulli, O.Carm.  
will be assigned to the St. Simon Stock           
community in the Bronx, NY and will teach 
Chemistry full-time at Cardinal Hayes H.S.    
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On June 10th and 11th, the Carmelites 
of the St. Elias Province and the Most Pure 
Heart of Mary Province gathered to receive a 
new group of Novices and to witness the First 
Profession of the Novices who completed 
their novitiate year.   

Among those who began the Novitiate 
year were: Bro. David Balok, O.Carm. (PCM), 
Bro. Erick Saint John, O.Carm. (PCM),      
Bro. Nigel Ali, O.Carm. (SEL), Bro. Joseph 
Khoa Hoang, O.Carm. (SEL), Bro. Joseph Tri 
Phan, O.Carm. (SEL) and Bro. Vincent 
Phuong Nguyen, O.Carm. (SEL). 

 The reception into the Novitiate     
introduces the Novice to the religious life, 
where he may experience the call to           
conversion, simplicity, faith and love.   The 
purpose of the year is twofold.  First, it       
enables the Novice to embrace the following 
of Jesus Christ through living the vows of 
poverty, chastity and obedience, according to 
the particular spirit of the Carmelite Order.  
Second, it prepares the Novice to make a    
decision in faith about the future direction of 
his life.   The Novices will take classes in  
Carmelite spirituality and the religious life at 
the Inter-Community Formation Program in 
Ossining, NY. 

The Simple Profession ceremony was 
celebrated on June 11th within the context of 
Mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel in Middletown, New York.  Those 
professed included:  Bro. Anthony Trung 
Nguyen, O.Carm. (SEL), Bro Joseph Dong 
Tran, O.Carm. (SEL), Bro. Edgar Lopez, 
O.Carm. (PCM), Bro. Joseph Maides, O.Carm. 
(PCM) and Bro. Timothy Swenson, O.Carm. 
(PCM).  Each of them completed the novitiate 
experience and before a large crowd of      
people, professed to live the vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience according to the Rule 
and the Constitutions of the Order of the 
Brothers of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount 
Carmel.   

 Bro. Anthony Trung Nguyen, 
O.Carm. and Bro Joseph Dong Tran, O.Carm. 
will continue their formation in Vietnam and 
study Philosophy.   

The initial formation of a Carmelite 
student proceeds through various stages.  
These include: vocational discernment, the 
pre-Novitiate, Novitiate, the period of simple 
profession, internship, and formation for   
ministry including the priesthood.  It takes at 
the very least 7 years to complete the          
formation program as a Carmelite.   
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The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel                    
Middletown, NY 
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Please Pray For 

· Fr Brocard Connors, O.Carm. 

· Fr Robert Tracy, O.Carm. 

· Fr Joachim Snyder, O.Carm. 

Important Dates 

· July 6-8, 2007 ~ Lay Carmelite 
Convocation, Chicago, Illinois. 

· July 14, 2007 ~ St Albert’s Alumni 
Picnic 

· July 26-29, 2007 ~ Carmelite 
Institute Convocation 

· August 13, 2007 ~ Padre Golf 
Tournament, Otterkill Golf & 
Country Club, Campbell Hall, NY 

· August 28, 2007 ~ St Albert’s 
Alumni Golf Outing, Middle Bay 
Country Club, Oceanside, NY 

· August 25, 2007 ~ Solemn 
Profession, National Shrine OLMC, 
Middletown, New York 

· October 6, 2007 ~ Mass & 
Reception for Benefactors at The 
National Shrine of OLMC 

· Sept 4- 22, 2007 ~ General Chapter 
of the Carmelite Order,       
Sassone, Italy. 

 

Provincial Mission Statement 

As Carmelites of the North American 
Province of St. Elias, our primary mission is 

to follow Jesus Christ through prayer, 
fraternity, and prophetic service and presence 

in the spirit of Mary and Elijah. 

Our chief means for fulfilling this Mission is 
by our lives and our ministries. 

Therefore, we need to develop and encourage 
a sense of contemplative service to all God’s 
people, with special attention to the poor and 
to developing lay participation in the Church. 

This Mission will require: respect for the 
Church’s expectations of all religious to Her 

sense of the Gospel, assessment of our 
resources especially financial and personnel, 

discernment of the viability of current 
apostolates, evaluation of and decisions about 

established and discontinued apostolates, 
Provincial and individual ones, and those 

based either internationally or in the       
United States of America.   
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