
 Amid the joyful tears of family, friends and 
fellow Carmelites, Hasely King, O.Carm. was 
ordained to the priesthood in a spirit-filled ceremony 
in St. Michael’s Church, Maracas Valley, Trinidad 
on July 19, 2008 by 
Archbishop Edward J Gilbert 
of the Archdiocese of Port of 
Spain.   
 During the ceremony, 
Archbishop Gilbert reminded 
all present that “The life of a 
priest must be a life of 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  o f 
communication and of unity.” 
He told Hasely that “if your life 
ceases to be that, there is 
trouble ahead…. It is very, very 
important to understand that 
collaboration, communication 
and surrender to the spirit - 
which brings forth unity - is the 
formula on which the Church 
depends.” 
 He added that ministering outside of this - in 
isolation, without collaboration and communication 
- leads to tension and disunity. “Once you start to 
‘lone ranger’ it in ministry, there is going to be 
trouble in the community.”  
 Things don’t happen automatically after 
making a lifelong commitment, he continued, and 
one of the dangers in the process of protecting your 
vocation is self.  
 “Self is interested in ‘What’s in it for me.’ 

Once that enters into a marriage, once that enters 
into religious life, once that enters into a priesthood, 
it’s a disease and unless strenuously checked, will 
take over.” He urged King to be careful as he lived 

his priestly life to the “dangerous 
presence of self.”  
 He advised King that as he 
lived out his vocation, to be 
consistent in prayer, exercise 
prudence and perseverance, and 
cooperate with God “to protect the 
grace of your vocation.” Your 
vocation is supernatural and “you 
must keep that supernaturality alive 
and well every day of your life.” 
 A r c h b i s h o p  G i l b e r t 
reminded all that nobody has all the 
gifts and “that’s why all the parts of 
the body have to collaborate 
together to serve God’s people, to 
lead them to salvation.” 
 Speaking on the Gospel 
reading chosen (Mt 20:25b-28), he 

said Christ reversed many values of secular society. 
“People of secular society flaunt power, they impose 
power. That’s not the way it is to be, with you or any 
priest,” he told King.  
 “When we accept the authority of priesthood, 
we teach and preach with authority - not with 
arrogance - for the benefit of the salvation of people, 
the people we serve… If you find yourself looking 
for more control in your ministry, if you’re  looking 
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for more manifestation of your power over people, you have to go back to the drawing board, because 
that is not the value Christ communicated with us.”  He ended by congratulating Fr. King on his 
ordination: “Be happy with your vocation and never let your life turn into a job.” 
 More than 15 priests, diocesan and from other religious orders, concelebrated the Mass. 
Principal concelebrants were Carmelite Frs. Michael Kissane, Prior Provincial of the North American 
Province of St. Elias, and Gerard Tang Choon, Prior and Formation Director for the Trinidad Mission. 
Master of Ceremonies was Fr. Francis Amodio, O Carm., while Carmelite deacon Rev. Bro. Tony 
Mazurkiewicz of Chicago proclaimed the gospel. 
 The ordination liturgy continued with the Examination of the Candidate; Promise of Obedience; 
and the Litany of Supplication, during which King prostrated himself before the altar and the Litany of 
the Saints was sung by members of the parish choir.  
 The Archbishop then laid hands and prayed over King, followed by all other priests present. 
King was then vested with his chasuble and stole by his parents, John and Placida, assisted by Fr. John 
Horan, O Carm. 
 The rite ended with the Anointing of Hands and Presentation of Gifts. The Mass continued as 
usual. 
 Giving concluding remarks, Fr. Kissane thanked Fr. King’s family for the gift of their son to the 
local Church and the Carmelite friars, noting that the new priest came from one of the first parishes 
(Rio Claro) the Carmelites ministered in when they came to Trinidad years ago. 
 After Mass, many remained to receive personal blessings from the Church’s newest priest.  
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 The pealing of the bells signaled that the 
moment was finally here as Carmelite friars, sisters,  
Lay Carmelites, family members and many invited 
guests gathered for the celebration of another Mass in 
which five novices would profess first vows on June 
9, 2008.   Those who professed vows included: Bro. 
Nigel Ali, O.Carm., Bro. Joseph Khoa Dang 
Hoang, O.Carm., Bro. Vincent Phuong Duc 
Nguyen, O.Carm. Bro. Joseph Tri Quang Phan, 
O.Carm. from the St Elias Province and Bro. David 
Balok, O.Carm. from the Most Pure Heart of Mary 
Province. 

 The procession entered the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel to the melodious 
singing of “Here I Am Lord” ; a very appropriate 
hymn indeed for the occasion.  Vietnamese, English 
and Spanish were the languages used in the 
celebration of the Mass expressing the international 
dimensions of the Carmelite Order. 

 The main celebrant of the Mass was Fr. 
Michael Kissane, O.Carm., the Prior Provincial of 
the St.. Elias Province.  Fr. John Welch, O.Carm., 
the Prior Provincial of the Most Pure Heart of Mary 
Province gave the homily.  Fr. John Welch, O.Carm. 
reminded the novices who would soon profess vows 
of the meaning of the vows they were about to 
profess and encouraged them to continue on their 
journey in Carmel.  He also reminded them of the 
charism of the Order and the seriousness of the 
commitment they were about to make. 

 The novices were then examined for 
religious profession by Fr. Michael Kissane, O.Carm. 
and the responses to the questions were a resounding 
“I Do.”  This was then followed by the novices 
placing their hands within the hands of their 
Provincial and professing the vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience after which they were 
presented with the Rule of St. Albert.  The professed 
were then taken and clothed in the white cloak and 
capuche of the Order. 

 After the greeting of peace given to the 

newly professed by their Carmelite family, the Mass 
continued as usual with family members of the 
professed brothers presenting the gifts for the 
Eucharist. 

 When communion was finished the 
Carmelites sang “Flos Carmeli” and then the 
procession left the Shrine singing “Lead Me, Lord” 
with the bells of the shrine pealing out the joy of the 
Order. 

 The initial formation of a Carmelite student 
proceeds through various stages.  These include: 
vocational discernment, the pre-novitiate, novitiate, 
the period of simple profession, internship, formation 
for ministry including the priesthood.  It takes at the 
very least 7 years to complete the formation program 
as a Carmelite.    
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 On June 8, 2008 the Carmelites of the St. 
Elias and the Most Pure Heart of Mary Provinces 
gathered to receive a new group of Novices.
 Among those who began the Novitiate 
year were: Bro. Dominic Manh Nguyen, 
O.Carm., Bro. Marc Bell, O.Carm., Bro. Allen 
Martin, O.Carm., Bro. Arturo Amador, 
O.Carm. and Bro. Raphael Nhat Quoc Tran, 
O.Carm.   The Novitiate is the  period of training 
and preparation that a novice undergoes prior to 
taking vows in order to discern whether they are 
called to the religious life.  The novitiate period of 
formation normally lasts one year.   

 The reception into the Novitiate introduces 
the novice to the religious life where he may    
experience the call to conversion, simplicity, faith 
and love.   The purpose of the year is twofold.  
First, it enables the novice to embrace the         
following of Jesus Christ through living the vows 
of poverty, chastity and obedience according to 
the particular spirit of the Carmelite Order.      
Second, it prepares the novice to make a decision 
in faith about the future direction of his life.    

 The novices will take classes in Carmelite 
spirituality and the religious life at the               
Inter-community Formation Program in Ossining, 
NY. 

The following is a homily given by Fr. Paul Denault, O.Carm. 
on the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel—July 16.   


Dear sisters and brothers, we are here because 
some hermits decided to make a journey to 
Mount Carmel, the home of the Prophet Elijah. 
They also decided then to make a journey into 
the depths of their souls. This journey into the 
soul was of course much more difficult than 
simply climbing a mountain. 

There is in each of us a vast country,  
often unexplored, full of wonders and marvels. 
It is the world within, and those first hermits 
dedicated themselves to living in this interior 
world, reflecting and pondering it so that they 
could reach the ultimate truth: God dwells in 
each of us. They heard and took to heart the 
words of the Lord Jesus in the Gospel of St. 
John, “Jesus answered and said to him, 
‘Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our dwelling with him.’” (John 14:23)  

Now to find in our souls this center 
where God is can be a difficult trek. There is so 
much unexplored territory and so many        
dangerous places to stay in. There are mountains 
of temptations and hidden valleys of sin. The 
Lord Jesus warns us about these places when he 
said in the Gospel of St. Mark, 14 “Hear me, all 
of you, and understand. 15 Nothing that enters 
one from outside can defile that person; but the 
things that come out from within are what     
defile. 21 From within people, from their hearts, 
come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, 22 
adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, 
envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. 23 All these 
evils come from within and they defile.” (Mark 
7:14-15, 21-23) There are also many small    
obstacles that keep us from reaching the center: 
doubts, fears, anxieties that we just can’t seem 
to let go of and negative ways of thinking that 
hold us back.   

 

Novices Received Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
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It was clear to those hermits that they 
would need a guide in order to make this    
inner journey to the heart of God, just as the 
American pioneers needed a guide, a scout, to 
help them make the journey westward to  
Oregon or California. They needed someone 
who knew the difficult terrain they had to go 
through but also knew where the goal was. 
They needed someone who had gone there 
before and came back again, and they found 
this wonderful guide in the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being the human mother of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Mary knew the reality of     
temptations and negative thinking. However, 
she was gifted with an Immaculate Heart so 
focused on God that she was free from sin. 
Crowned as Queen of the Universe, she knew 
well the simplicity of daily life in Nazareth as 
she and Saint Joseph raised the Child Jesus. 
Most especially, as St. Luke tells us, she   
pondered all of God’s deeds, God’s Word, 
deep in her heart. She pondered, she reflected, 
she searched out the meaning of things deep 
in her soul, even to the point of standing    
before the Cross, the ultimate sign of shame, 
failure and death, and sought there the      
presence and love of God. 

 

The Carmelite hermits found in Mary 
a sure and trustworthy guide for this inner 
journey and so they dedicated to her the place 
of prayer where they gathered each day to 
celebrate the Eucharist. Soon, their followers 
used the Brown Scapular as the special sign 
of her protection and as the outward sign of 
their dedication to make the difficult inner 
journey with her. Under her guidance, they 
sought to purify their hearts from all stain of 
actual sin and longed for insight into the truth 
of God’s life in all of us. 

Thanks to the wisdom of these first 
Carmelites who chose so well a guide for the 
inner life, you and I are here today in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, 
calling again for her help, her protection and 
her prayers. You know that she has many   
titles in the Church, all pointing to some   
wonderful experience of her care throughout 
the centuries. The title of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel refers specifically to the protection 
and guidance that she gives to all those who 
seek to purify their love for God and to search 
for the presence of God deep in their souls. 

We come today to re-dedicate        
ourselves to making this difficult, inner    
journey to the center of our hearts, longing to 
taste somehow the presence of the living God 
deep within. We come today to ask again the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to support us in this trek 
by her guidance and prayers. We come today 
to know more fully the baptismal life of grace 
that the Lord Jesus gives to all who seek to do 
the will of God. We come to know God. May 
the Good Lord bless us in this task, and may 
the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
help us to reach our goal, the true life of God 
on the mountains on high. 
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Evening Prayer Service                                    
(by: Fr Alfred Isacsson, O.Carm.) 
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Funeral Mass for Fr. Robert D. Tracy O. Carm.  
Homily given by Fr. Romaeus Cooney O. Carm.
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Did you know? 
· Fr. Francis Amodio, O.Carm. received 

the “Good Shepherd Award” for leader-
ship, compassion and dedication given by 
the Archdiocesan (NY) Catechetical Office.  
Margaret Hoblin, a Parishioner of St. Paul’s 
in Bullville, NY and the Regional Director 
for Northern Westchester, Putnam and 
Rockland counties was also honored for her 
length of service.  

· Fr. John Horan, O.Carm. has been      
appointed the Executive Director of the 
Carmelite Institute based in Washington, 
DC by the Board of Directors of the       
Institute.  Fr. John will continue to preach 
mission appeals for Cross International on 
weekends.  The Institute website address is: 
www.carmeliteinstitute.org 

· Bro. Robert Chiulli, O.Carm. has been 
appointed the Department Chair of the   
Science Department at Cardinal Hayes 
High School in the Bronx, New York.   

· Fr. Timothy Johnson, O.Carm. recently 
celebrated his 25th Anniversary of ordina-
tion with a celebration at St. Jude Catholic 
Church in Boca Raton, Florida on July 20, 
2008.   

· Fr. Roberto Perez, O.Carm. will be   
moving to Florida from St. Simon Stock 
Church in the Bronx where he will preach 
mission appeals for Cross International. 

· Fr. Francis Amodio, O.Carm. the        
Director of the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel, Principal Caregiver of 
the Senior Carmelites and the Lay          
Carmelite Director has been appointed  
Formation Director in the Carmelite    
Foundation in Trinidad.  He will move to 
Trinidad in September.   

· Fr. Thomas Zalewski, O.Carm. has been 
appointed the Director of the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and 
the Principal Caregiver of the Senior     
Carmelites residing at St. Albert’s in    
Middletown, NY.   
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     Each year on October 15th we commemorate the sixteenth-century 
Spanish Carmelite mystic and Doctor of the Church, Saint Teresa of 
Avila.  A woman of firm determination and remarkable spiritual 
prowess, Teresa exhorted the young nuns under her tutelage to be 
“like strong men.”  In her latest novel, Sister Teresa, Barbara Mujica 
has given us an engaging account of how well Teresa heeded her own 
advice and at what cost.    
 
      Barbara Mujica is a professor of Spanish at Georgetown Univer-
sity.  (Some of her research for this book was done in the Carmelite 
Library in Washington, D.C.)  From her meticulous  scholarship and 
rich imagination she spins an engrossing tale about the challenges and 
opportunities which Teresa faced in founding her reformed           

monasteries of the Carmelite Order. Though most of the characters in the book are historical 
personages, the story is narrated by the fictional Sister Angelica, Teresa’s childhood friend, 
who is in the convent because her parents died and her erstwhile suitor abandoned her. In time 
Angelica forms a steamy liaison with a friar named Braulio (also fictitious, of course). Thus she 
provides a quasi-secular perspective on Teresa’s activities. “I didn’t know whether Teresa was 
crazy or truly blessed,” Angelica remarks.  As the story unfolds, Angelica is the literary foil to 
Teresa’s fervent piety.  Concerning Teresa’s frenzied embrace of monastic asceticism in her 
early convent years, she quips, “… there was something in Teresa that made her want to out-
flagellate and outfast everybody else. She was a competitive sufferer.” In her autobiography 
Teresa readily admits to having struggled with vanity for the first half of her life. She was no 
stranger to the limelight. Angelica quotes an unnamed nun who says, “[Teresa] thinks she’s the 
last chunk of mutton in the stewpot!”  
 
      The young Teresa was endowed with enviable good looks.  Some would even argue that 
she was the veritable Belle of Avila before she entered Carmel.  Angelica recalls that “[young 
men] who caught her dart-like glances swooned and fell to the ground, some never to recover. 
People said that Teresa caused more fatalities than the King’s militia.”  Of particular interest in 
this respect is Teresa’s relationship with a male cousin that caused her some qualms of        
conscience.  She makes mention of it in Chapter 2 of her autobiography.  Nothing is known of 
what transpired between them. Whatever did happen, it was probably not morally                 
reprehensible.  Nevertheless, Mujica takes this fleeting reference and runs with it, dubbing the 
cousin “Javier” and casting him as the scorned lover who joins the Dominicans and eventually 
becomes Teresa’s inquisitor. 
 
Well, who’s to say that it didn’t happen? 
 
      In 1947 a scholar discovered, almost by accident, that Teresa’s paternal ancestors were 
Jewish.  They had converted to Catholicism under duress, in order to avoid expulsion from 
           

Review of Sister Teresa: the woman who became Saint Teresa of Avila 
by Barbara Mujica (Overlook Press, hc & pbk, 2007) 
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Spain, during the infamous reign of Ferdinand 
and Isabella.  These former Jews and Muslims 
were known as “conversos,” and their loyalty to 
the Church was forever suspect. Teresa never 
mentions her Jewish roots in any of her       
writings.  However, she most likely was aware 
that her father and grandfather had once been 
forced to parade around Toledo in penitential 
garb under charges of having lapsed back into 
Jewish practices.  It was soon after this humili-
ating ordeal that her grandfather moved the 
family to Avila and purchased the Gentile-
sounding title of “de Ahumada,” which marked 
them as members of the later nobility, many of 
whom were known to be “conversos.”  It was 
under this cloud of suspected ethnic impurity 
and presumed gender inferiority that Teresa     
carried out her impressive work of erecting new 
monasteries (often unwanted by the locals), 
while stealthily staving off the Inquisition and 
currying favor with the reigning Spanish    
monarch, Philip II.  Mujica weaves these 
threads of suspicion and prejudice into Teresa’s 
world of farthingales and dovecotes, autos-da-fe 
and chamber pots in order to underscore the  
climate of frustration and intrigue which Teresa 
negotiated with such incredible aplomb.  After 

reading this craftily concocted saga of Teresa’s      
valiant accomplishments, one can appreciate the 
profound relief and humility in this beloved 
saint’s final words, “At last, I die as a daughter 
of the Church.”   
      The book is not without its flaws.   The text 
is sprinkled with egregious typos: one nun    
develops “a soar throat”; Julian of Avila “road 
up to his carriage”; Carmelite writer John 
Welch (Prior Provincial of the Chicago      
province) is gratefully acknowledged in the 
concluding Author’s Note as “John Welsh.” A 
couple of times characters are misnamed. For 
example, reference is made to “Don Juan, 
Teresa’s cousin,” whom the author has already 
named “Javier.”  For effective proofreading, 
“spell check” is not enough! 
      For those who are unfamiliar with the life 
and writings of Saint Teresa of Avila, this book 
may not be the place to start.  It would be   
helpful to read her fascinating Life first.       
Seasoned devotees, on the other hand, will find 
Sister Teresa a delectable read.  
 
Raymond Maher, O. Carm. 
Whitefriars Hall         
 

The Brothers of the North American Province of Saint Elias joyfully extend fraternal      congratu-
lations to our brothers of the Province of the Most Pure Heart of Mary on the     occasion of their 
2008 Elective Chapter.                                       We shall hold you in prayer as you begin this new 

Triennium. 
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Please Pray For: 
· Fr. Albert Pavlik, O.Carm., long 

time Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph 
Parish in Troy, NY who suffered a 
stroke and is presently in 
rehabilitation.   

· The repose of the soul of Sr. 
Sophie McLeod, OP, a long time 
faculty member of Pope John Paul 
II High School in Boca Raton, 
Florida who died on July 20, 2008.  
She was Dean of Students at Pope 
John Paul II High School in Boca 
Raton from 1983 to 1990. 

· The repose of the soul of Helen 
Crawford, a long time housekeeper 
at St.. Albert’s in Middletown, NY 
who died July 6, 2008.   

 

Provincial Mission Statement 

As Carmelites of the North American 
Province of St. Elias, our primary mission is 

to follow Jesus Christ through prayer, 
fraternity, and prophetic service and presence 

in the spirit of Mary and Elijah. 

Our chief means for fulfilling this Mission is 
by our lives and our ministries. 

Therefore, we need to develop and encourage 
a sense of contemplative service to all God’s 
people, with special attention to the poor and 
to developing lay participation in the Church. 

This Mission will require: respect for the 
Church’s expectations of all religious to Her 

sense of the Gospel, assessment of our 
resources especially financial and personnel, 

discernment of the viability of current 
apostolates, evaluation of and decisions about 

established and discontinued apostolates, 
Provincial and individual ones, and those 

based either internationally or in the United 
States of America.   
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· September 13, 2008 ~ Donor’s 
Recognition Mass, National Shrine of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Middletown, NY. 

· November 8, 2008, Carmelite All Souls 
Celebration ~ National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, Middletown, 
NY. 

· November 15, 2008, Solemn Profession 
of Vows ~ Bro. Francis Xavier Chinh 
Nguyen, O.Carm., Saigon, Vietnam.  

· December 20, 2008, Ordination to the 
Priesthood ~ Rev. Bro. Christopher 
Iannizzotto, O.Carm., National Shrine of 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Middletown, 
NY. 

· December 21, 2008, 12:30 ~ First Mass, 
Rev. Christopher Iannizzotto, O.Carm. 
St. Simon Stock, Bronx, NY.  

Communication Corner�


