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RECEPTION  OF  NOVICES   

ANNUNCIATION  H ERMITAGE , AUSTIN  M INNESOTA  

On Sunday, December 13, 2015 at Evening Prayer Brother Henry Soto, 

O.Carm. and  Father Jon Moore, O.Carm. were received  into the           

Novitiate at Annunciation Hermitage in Austin, Minnesota by Prior           

Provincial, Father Michael Kissane, O.Carm. Congratulations to our 

new Novices! We pray for them as they begin their Novitiate year under 

the direction of Father Mario Esposito, O.Carm.  

(L -R) Fr. Mario, Br. Henry, Fr. Michael and Fr. Jon.  
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Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy                                                           

(Dec. 8, 2015 to Nov. 20, 2016) 

                                                                                          

His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan,                               

Archbishop of New York, announced that                             

The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel                             

in Middletown, New York is one of five holy 

sites and places of pilgrimage where a Holy 

Door, a Door of Mercy, is opened to pilgrims 

who would like to receive a Jubilee Indulgence.  

                                                                         
(see page 3)  
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All Carmelite Souls Mass Celebrated at the                   

National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel      

Middletown, New York  -  Carmelite friars, sisters and lay people gathered at The National Shrine of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel on Saturday, November 07, 2015 to remember and pray for our deceased Carmelite 

brothers and sisters. Father Francis Amodio, O.Carm.  was the main celebrant.  

 

This marks the 55 th  Annual All Carmelite Souls Mass during which Brother Robert Chiulli, O.Carm. a nd 

Brother Robert Bathe, O.Carm. read the names of  more than 100 of the deceased friars of the St. Elias 

Province. After each group of names was read, a candle was lit and the choir and congregation sang              

òJesus Remember Me.ó  

Father Francis Amodio, O.Carm. Novice, Brother Marlon Beharry, O.Carm. 
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After Mass, everyone processed to 

the Carmelite Cemetery. Father 

Francis blessed each grave and 

offered final prayers for the          

repose of the souls of our deceased 

brothers. May they rest in peace 

with Jesus Christ, Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel and all the saints.  

 

A reception followed at St. Albertõs 

Pilgrimsõ Hall, where a wonderful 

luncheon was enjoyed by all           

attendees.  

Pope Francis has announced an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy to be celebrated from                           

December 8,  2015 - the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and the 50 th  Anniversary of the closing of           

Vatican II - to the Solemnity of Christ the King on November 20, 2016.  

 

During this special period of time in the Church, Pope Francis calls all Catholics to be witnesses to Godõs  

mercy. Pope Francis has called on Catholics around the world to use the ongoing Jubilee Year of Mercy to 

òopen wideó the doors of their hearts to forgive others and to work against social exclusion, even of those that 

may have caused them bother or upset.  

 

Pope Francis said that walking through any of the holy doors open in dioceses around the world for the               

Jubilee year should be a sign of òtrue conversion of our heart.ó He said: òWhen we go through that door, it 

is good to remember that we must also open wide the doors of our heart.ó  

 

During this yearlong Year of Mercy Pope Francis challenges all to put mercy before judgment. He said: "How 

much wrong we do to God and his grace when we affirm that sins are punished by his judgment 

before putting first that they are forgiven by his mercy.ó  

 

While most Jubilees have been focused on calling pilgrims to Rome to receive an indulgence, Francis has 

widely expanded his Jubilee, asking that dioceses throughout the world open their own holy door at a         

cathedral or other church to expand the practice globally. A holy door is a door normally designated in           

special churches - like the four papal basilicas in Rome - to be opened only during Jubilee years as a sign of 

the possibility of re -entering into Godõs grace. 

 

In the Archdiocese of New York, Cardinal Timothy Dolan announced that the National Shrine of Our        

Lady of Mount Carmel in Middletown, New York is one of five holy sites and places of pilgrimage where a  

Holy Door, a Door of Mercy, is opened to pilgrims who would like to receive a Jubilee Indulgence. Parish 

groups and individuals are invited to come and enter the Door of Mercy at the National Shrine.  

 

(Please see next page for news about our new Shrine Director)  

NATIONAL  SHRINE  OF  OUR  L ADY  OF  M OUNT  CARMEL                                                                               

DECLARED  A PLACE  OF  P ILGRIMAGE  DURING  THE  J UBILEE  YEAR  OF  M ERCY  
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M EET  THE  NEW  D IRECTOR  

OF  THE  NATIONAL  SHRINE  OF  OUR  L ADY  OF  M OUNT  CARMEL  

Over the past few years, the Provincial leadership of the Carmelites discussed the need to hire a full -time        

Director of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel based in Middletown, New York. For many years 

there have been part -time directors. Recently, provincial leadership decided to advertise the position. After       

reviewing many applicants, the decision was made to hire Mrs. Carol Bezak as the new Director of the Shrine, 

effective January, 2016.  

 

Carol has extensive experience in pastoral ministry. Most recently, for many 

years she worked as the Pastoral Associate for Administration and Ministry at 

St. Monicaõs Church in Sussex, New Jersey. She also served as the Coordinator 

for Faith Formation for the parish. Carol has a BA in Theology from the        

College of St. Elizabeth in Morristown, New Jersey and is presently completing 

the program for a Masters in Theology there. She has a good understanding of 

Carmelite spirituality and hopes to build on the Shrineõs mission of promoting 

the Carmelite charism and spirituality by working to increase the number of 

pilgrimages and other activities that take place at the Shrine. As Director of 

the Shrine she will be directly responsible for the day -to-day operation and   

activities of the Shrine. Carol reports directly to the  Provincial of the St. Elias 

Province.  

 

For more information on the Shrine or to make plans to visit, please call the Shrine office at                      

(845) 343 -1879 or visit the website at: www.ourladyofmtcarmelshrine.com . 

 

The National Shrine was founded to encourage and perpetuate devotion to Mary and her scapular under the  

special title of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. It is situated on 60 beautiful acres in the mid -Hudson region of New 

York State and is open all year. All pilgrims are welcome to the Shrine. Visitors can participate in daily and  

Sunday liturgies, days of recollection, novenas and celebrations of Carmelite feast days. The many programs  

promote the spirituality of prayer, reflection, meditation and devotion to Mary and the Carmelites Saints.           

Visitors can also stop by the Carmelite Gift Store, the outdoor shrines, relax in the picnic grove or stroll along 

the trails bordered by beautiful lakes.  
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M EET  THE  NEW  D IRECTOR                                                                       

OF  THE  CARMELITE  DEVELOPMENT  OFFICE  

Mr. Peter Mango has been hired as the new Director of  

Development for the Carmelites of the St. Elias Province. 

He replaces Laraine Flood who worked as the Associate 

Director of Development for many years, and as Director for 

the past year. Laraine recently retired and moved to North 

Carolina.  

 

Peter brings with him many years of extensive experience 

as a Development Director for religious congregations. He 

has also worked as a fundraising consultant to religious 

organizations. He has experience in working to obtain      

major gifts and has worked as a Planned Giving Director. 

Peter has a Master of Library and Information Science 

(MLIS) Degree from the University of Wisconsin -

Milwaukee and continued his studies of Theology at the 

Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum.  

 

As he is quite familiar with Carmelite spirituality, Peter 

hopes to use the Development Office ministry to promote 

the Carmelite charism. He also hopes to continue to build 

on the work of the Development Office so that it can help 

support the ministries of the St. Elias Province here in the 

United States and in the missions in Vietnam and           

Trinidad. Peter is a lifelong admirer of the Carmelite           

charism and has read extensively the works of St. Teresa of 

Avila, John of the Cross and St. Thérèse of Lisieux.  

Peter is eager to get to know the donors who 

contribute to the Carmelites through the 

Development Office. He hopes his 12 years 

of full -spectrum fundraising experience will 

help him to find new ways to enable the         

Development Office to promote its mission 

and serve the province. We welcome him as 

he begins this important ministry with the                      

Carmelites.  

For more information on the work of the Development Office  

please visit the website at: www.carmelitedevelopment.org  

 

Laraine Flood is pictured with                                                     

Father Paul Denault, O.Carm. (at left)                                             

and Provincial, Father Michael Kissane, O.Carm. 

 

We wish Laraine the best of luck in her new home and extend 

our gratitude for her many years of faithful service to the            

St. Elias Province.                                              

May God bless her in her retirement. 
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FEAST  OF   

ALL  CARMELITE  SAINTS  

 

 

 The day of reflection began with Morning Prayer 

followed by Father Emielõs presentation.  

 

Lunch was served in Pilgrim Hall. After the 

lunch break, there was another presentation in 

St. Albertõs chapel followed by exposition,                

Evening Prayer and benediction.  

 

Everyone present had time to shop in the        

Carmelite Gift Store and to relax around the 

beautiful grounds of the Shrine. May all the                

Carmelite saints continue to inspire us to follow 

Jesus more deeply in our lives.  

On Saturday, November 14, 2015 the Carmelite 

family gathered at the National Shrine of Our         

Lady of Mount Carmel to celebrate the Feast of All 

Carmelite Saints. More than 150 people attended. 

Those gathered also celebrated the 5th Centennial 

of the birth of St. Teresa of Avila.  

 

Father Emiel Abalahin, O.Carm. , (pictured       

below) who is presently completing an STD in  

Spirituality at the Gregorian University in Rome, 

spoke on the life of St. Teresa of Avila and how it 

relates to our lives today. Father Emiel is writing 

his doctoral thesis on St. Teresa.  

(L -R)                                                                                           

pre -Novices  Fr. Justin Cinnante and            

Von Erick Sandoval                                                

with Fr. Michael Driscoll, O.Carm.  

ƀ Father Emiel enters the 

chapel with Novices, Brother 

Vincent Tinh Vu, O.Carm.,  

Brother John Viet Nguyen, 

O.Carm. and Brother Marlon 

Beharry, O.Carm.  

 

Ƃ Father Michael with   

Carmelite Sisters for the 

Aged & Infirm.  
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THREE  CARMELITE  BROTHERS                                                              

ORDAINED  TO  THE  D IACONATE  IN  V IETNAM  

Saturday, January 23 rd  - Vietnam  

 

During Father Michael Kissane, O.Carm.õs recent visit to Vietnam, three of our Carmelite brothers were           

ordained to the Diaconate by Bishop Joseph Tuoc Tan Nguyen , Bishop of Phu Cuong Diocese. They are:           

Rev. Brother Raphael Mary Nhat Tran, O.Carm., Rev. Brother Dominic Mary Hung Nguyen, 

O.Carm.  and Rev. Brother Paul Thérèse Hung Tran, O.Carm. Following the Mass, a festive luncheon 

reception featuring traditional Vietnamese dishes and music was  enjoyed by all.  

 

May God continue to bless our brothers in their diaconate ministry in Vietnam!  

(L-R) Rev. Brothers Raphael 

Mary Nhat Tran, O.Carm., 

Dominic Mary Hung Nguyen, 

O.Carm. and Paul Thérèse 

Hung Tran, O.Carm. a re       

pictured with Bishop Joseph and 

Father Michael.  

After the Mass, Father Michael was 

introduced to several of the guests, 

including the beautiful ladies           

pictured at left.  

 

The choir, pictured above, provided           

music during the reception and 

guests enjoyed a wonderful meal.  
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FATHER  J OHN  H ORAN , O.CARM . I NSTALLED  AS PASTOR                         

OF  ST . J UDE  CHURCH , BOCA  RATON , FLORIDA  

 Father John Horan, O.Carm. was installed as Pastor of St. Jude 

Church in Boca Raton, Florida at the 5pm Evening Mass on Saturday,          

January 10, 2016 by Bishop Gerald Barbarito , the Bishop of the Palm 

Beach Diocese. More than 400 people attended the liturgy. Father John began 

as Pastor of St. Jude in  September, 2015.   

 

 The Installation Rite took place after the reading of the gospel. Bishop          

Barbarito presented Father John to the people of the parish and introduced 

him as the Pastor of St. Jude. The parishioners welcomed him with applause. 

After the homily Pat Brehm, the Chair of the Parish Council welcomed          

Father John on behalf of the parish. Bishop Barbarito reminded those          

present that the Parish Council is the voice of the people and will assist and 

counsel Father John as he ministers to the parish. He invited Father John to 

always be attentive to the needs they express.  

 

Reverend                                              
John F. Horan, O.Carm. 

òWith firm faith I also believe everything contained in Godõs 

Word, written or handed down in tradition and proposed by 

the Church, whether in solemn judgment or in ordinary and 

universal magisterium as divinely revealed and calling for 

faith. I also firmly accept and hold each and every thing that 

is proposed by the Church definitively regarding teaching on 

faith and morals. Moreover, I adhere with religious              

submission of will and intellect to the teaching which either 

the Roman Pontiff or the college of bishops enunciate when 

they exercise the authentic magisterium even if they proclaim 

those teachings in an act that is not definitive.ó 

His Excellency, Bishop Gerald Barbarito 

 Father John was then invited to make a profession of faith and oath of 

fidelity. Facing Bishop Barbarito he said:  

St. Jude Church 
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Boca Raton, Florida  -    

 

 

 On Saturday, February 6 th the Saint John 

Paul II Academy held their Annual Auction at the 

Seagate Country Club in Delray Beach, Florida.  

 

 The festive evening included a silent auction 

with an open bar and hors d'oeuvres, followed by a 

sit -down dinner, a presentation of the "Faith,              

Family, and Friends" Award and an oral auction.  

 

 One of the highlights of the evening was the 

honoring of members of the community who have 

made a significant impact on the students at Saint 

John Paul II Academy. Father Guy S. Fiano, 

O.Carm. was one of this yearõs honorees.  

 

 Congratulations Father Guy!  

 

 

 During the Installation Rite the assembly was 

asked to receive their new Pastor and Father John, 

as Pastor, was asked to care for the people of the 

parish.  

  

 The St. Jude Choir, under the direction of  

Rosemary Stone, provided beautiful music for the 

Mass. Many students, faculty and staff from St. 

Jude Elementary School were present. The Knights 

of Columbus Honor Guard led the procession and 

many parish groups and organizations were       

present for the celebration.   

 

 Father John in his remarks after communion, 

thanked the people of the parish for their love and 

support and the wonderful welcome they have        

extended to him since he arrived. He also            

announced that, thanks to the generosity of the  

parishioners, they were able to meet their goal for 

the Diocesan Services Appeal for 2015! He          

remarked that St. Jude is a wonderful place and he 

is happy to be there and serve as Pastor of such a 

wonderful parish and school.   

 

 After Mass, a reception was held in Mt.            

Carmel Hall. Children from St. Jude Elementary 

School sang songs of welcome to Father John.  

Many parishioners thanked him for all he has done 

at St. Jude so far and expressed their support of 

him in the years ahead.   

 

 Father John is the sixth pastor of St. Jude 

since its beginning in 1979. He is the third          

Carmelite pastor. St. Jude Parish came under the 

care of the Carmelites in 1994 when Father        

Michael Driscoll, O.Carm. was named pastor.    

Father Michael Kissane, O.Carm . became           

pastor of St. Jude in July of 2011 and served until 

he was elected Provincial of the Carmelite of the St. 

Elias Province in June 2015.     

 

 We congratulate Father John as he begins his 

time as pastor of St Jude. May Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel watch over and protect him always.  

 

FATHER  GUY  F IANO , O.CARM . 

H ONORED  AT                                    

PPJII A CADEMY õS                            

ANNUAL  AUCTION  

Father Guy S. Fiano, O.Carm. 
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TRINIDADIAN FRIARS H OLD RETREAT  

FOR PRINCIPALS OF CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

 Father Gerard Tang Choon, O.Carm, Brother Brent Alexis, O.Carm. and Brother Mikhail 

Woodruffe, O.Carm . recently co -led a retreat for the Principals of the Catholic Primary Schools in the           

Suburban Vicariate in Trinidad, the jurisdiction for which Fr. Gerard is Episcopal Vicar. The retreat was held 

on the Friday after Ash Wednesday at St. Michael's Parish Church, which has become a popular location for 

retreats. The Principals took a day away from their very demanding roles as school administrators to reflect 

on the topic "Be Merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful," directly connected to the Jubilee Year of 

Mercy initiated by Pope Francis. The peaceful and picturesque Maracas Valley location assisted in setting the 

required tone for the day of Prayer and reflection.  

 

 The day began with Eucharistic Adoration and the opportunity for             

confession, which many availed  themselves of. After welcoming remarks, Holy 

Mass was celebrated by Father Gerard, ably assisted by dedicated parish            

sacristan, Mr. Francis "Manzie" Lezama . In his homily, Father Gerard 

stressed to those gathered that giving our bread to the hungry as a corporal work 

of mercy, does not require us to have excess food, but we should give from            

whatever we have. He spoke about the local Carmelite Friars -run Elijah's 

Bread NGO which continues to follow this injunction of our Christian Faith by 

feeding over one hundred needy families across Trinidad.  

 

 Following Mass, Brother Mikhail Woodruffe gave a talk to the Principals on "Our schools as                  

establishments of Mercy."  Brother Mikhail reflected on one of Pope Francis' statements for the Year of  

Mercy, that "mercy must come before judgment." The Principals had the opportunity to analyze the well -

known "Prodigal Son" painting by Rembrandt, to reflect upon the mercy of the Father and to put themselves 

into the parable in the various roles. This talk was immediately followed by a moving session of Lectio Divina 

using the Scriptural text of "The Prodigal Son."  

 

  

Elijahõs Bread Logo 

School Principal           

Mrs. Denise Gordon 

extends the Vote of 

Thanks to the               

Carmel i te  f r iars              

on behalf of her          

f e l l o w  S c h o o l              

Principals gathered. 
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Noah Levin (pictured at left) designed 

and installed this beautiful flower 

garden on the side of the Red Barn 

which is located across the street 

from St. Albertõs and the  National 

Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

in Middletown, New York.  

Thank you for all your hard work  

Noah   -  you did a great job!  

EAGLE SCOUT COMPLETE S GARDENING PROJECT AT ST. ALBERTõS 

 Brother Brent Alexis brought the day to a close with an inspiring talk about the Nature of God as           

Merciful and the need for us all to be merciful. One Principal remarked that the sentiments that remain with 

her from this talk was that "we should not seek to choose our crosses, but learn to embrace the cross we 

are given.ó 

 

 At the close of the day's retreat, one adventurous School Principal asked to be taken on a tour up to the 

church steeple, which requires ascending four ladders. An unexpected tour was taken by two Principals, Father 

Gerard and Brother Mikhail, the first time there even for the Friars! The group was led to a beautiful view of 

the wider community around the church and priory, by the construction supervisor of the church restoration.  

 

  

 

 This Lent would feature all members of the local community leading a number of retreats, both at                  

St. Michael's Church and at other locations. For example, Father Joseph Phuong Ngo, O.Carm. will preach a 

week-long retreat at the St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Sangre Grande, in East Trinidad. The retreats done by 

the Carmelite Friars range from one hour talks to day -long retreats, with entire parish communities, Lay           

Carmelite communities, youth groups, prayer groups, youth prisoners, teachers, students and Principals.             

Interestingly enough, all of the retreat themes requested thus far for the Lenten period are directly connected to 

the Year of Mercy. These retreats continue to allow the Friars to spread the spirit of Carmel across Trinidad.  

At Left 

 Brother Mikhail and                      

Father Gerard stand                         

atop the church roof. 

 

 

At Right 

 The group waves from the 

church roof as they                            

enjoy the magnificent view!. 



 

Page 12                                              Vox Eliae       Winter 2015 -2016  

CARMELITE MISSION IN VIETNAM  

January 20, 2016  -  Vietnam  

During Father Michael Kissaneõs recent 

visit to Vietnam, the Carmelite friars    

celebrated Lunar New Year (Tet) ð the 

closing of one year and the beginning of 

another which begins on February 8. The 

new year will be the year of the Monkey! 

More than thirty students and Carmelites 

from St. Thérèse House, Mount Carmel 

Priory and  St. Joseph Priory gathered. 

The celebration began with Evening              

Prayer, followed by a Vietnamese                     

barbecue which consisted of beef, goat, 

corn on the cob, salads, vegetables and 

many other delicacies. The Lunar New 

Year tradition of sharing òLucky Moneyó 

then took place. The evening was a               

wonderful experience of Carmelite                      

fraternity in a beautiful culture.  

As part of official Canonical Visitations in Asia, Father Raúl Maraví, O.Carm ., General Councilor for the  

Americas and Father Benny Phang, O.Carm., General Councilor for Asia -Australia -Oceania, visited our 

Mission in Vietnam during the first week of January. Father Raul wrote: òOur Carmelite friars in          

Vietnam are getting ready to celebrate 20 years of mission next July. Despite some political                   

limitations, this is a promising and fast growing community, comprised by over 40 young men 

(between those in initial formation and those already in full ministry). Not all appear in the              

picture (below) since some of them live in the U.S.A., Trinidad and Italy. We thank our Lord for 

this wonderful presence in Asia, and ask Him to keep blessing Vietnam with many and more good 

vocations!!!ó 
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Novices from Brandsma Priory in Middletown, New York and 

pre-Novices from St. Eliseus Priory in Harrison, New Jersey 

get together for a lively game of basketball. 

The pre-Novices had òfunó shoveling and digging out 

cars after a snowstorm that dropped more than two 

feet of snow in New Jersey. The late January storm 

also brought huge snowfalls to the Washington, DC 

area as well as parts of New York. 

But at least there was time to build snowmen and 

enjoy hot chocolate after all their hard work! Good 

job guys! 

NOVICES  AND  PRE -NOVICES                                                                    

H AVING  FUN  DURING  SCHOOL  BREAK ! 


