Vox Eliae




Five Carmelite Brothers Profess
Simple Vows

(pictured on front cover)
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Father Gerard Tang Choon, O.Carm.

“Answer the Call to Holiness”
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CARMELITES OF THE SAINT ELIAS PROVINCE
CELEBRATE SEVEN JUBILARIANS

AT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
JUNE 8-9, 2010
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Faithful prepare for

Pentecost Sunday by

living In the Spirit

BOCA RATON — The people rose, applauded enthusiasti-
cally, singing in prayer, and then, charismatic Carmelite Father
Richard Champigny stepped forward.

“Good evening and thank you for coming,” he said. Then his
voice became louder.

“We are going to turn this place over to the Holy Spirit,” he
shouted.

People replied, “Amen!”

It was a typical Tuesday evening at St. Jude, when the
Florida Catholic visited May 18 to witness the parish’s not-so-
typical “Life in the Spirit" gathering we had heard so much
about.

We will describe the evening as being extremely moving,
charismatic with Scripture readings, lively music and emphasis
on the Holy Spirit.

The evening program was part of the second “Life in the
Spirit” seminar — a program patterned after seminars going on
around the country as an element of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal movement.

The St. Jude event is an ongoing faith development initiative
introducing individuals to a life lived in the power and presence
of the Holy Spirit. This particular six-week seminar was ending,
and this was the closing session just before Pentecost Sunday,
May 23, to commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit from
heaven upon the apostles and the Virgin Mary.

“The purpose of the seminar is to understand what the Holy
Spirit is about and more deeply understand and celebrate
Pentecost,” said Father Champigny, organizer.

SEMINAR FINALE AND MESSAGE

The seminar finale attracted a diverse group of individuals
from different parishes, including the neighboring parish of St.
John the Evangelist.

Dean Dibisceglie of St. John the Evangelist spoke during the
evening. He is a member of Living Waters Prayer Group at St.
John. The group also focuses on faith formation and living the
Christian life through the Holy Spirit and his gifts.

As he spoke, Dibisceglie explained the power of praying,
reading Scripture and getting involved in the faith community
and its people.

“When people just come
to Mass and they are not
involved in a ministry of
the Church, they don't
grow as well as they can
if they are involved and
around their brothers
and sisters,” he said.
“Mass  becomes a
routine for many folks.”

“To be involved in the ministries of the Church is to grow in
the fullness of the Church, “ he continued. “We are called to be
part of the community of believers. We are called to be active
and do the things that Jesus has called us to do. Just going to
Mass is fantastic, but he calls us for a greater purpose.”

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal began in 1967 at
Duquesne University in Pennsylvania. Students gathered for a
weekend retreat of prayer, asking God to give them the oppor-
tunity to experience the grace of baptism and confirmation.

Catholics believe that the Holy Spirit is introduced to the
baptized on the day of baptism, and then, the Holy Spirit comes
again during the sacrament of confirmation, as he did at
Pentecost when he gave the apostles graces and gifts of under-
standing and courage to practice the faith and spread the word.

TESTIMONIES FROM ATTENDEES

Victor Giardino, a parishioner of St. Jude who attended the
parish seminar, has had a profound experience of the Holy
Spirit as a result of his participation for the last months. A few
weeks ago, he was even overcome with a physical feeling that
sent him to his knees.

(continued on Page 19)




This is something incredible. It is a gift from God.”

The audience was spellbound as an especially emotional
Germinal praised the Lord and thanked him for her miracle
that she believes is linked to the Holy Spirit and her new-
given life in the Spirit.

Marie Leible prays and sings

“Twice, | have actually been on the ground,” he said. “It is
unbelievable. | have always taken something like that for a
joke. | have seen it happen on television, and | said give me
a break. The next thing | know, | am on the ground. It is
amazing. | felt peace and weakness, and the next thing |
know, | am on the ground.”

Marie Leible of St. Jude said she has found comfort from
her experiences at St. Jude’s spiritual gatherings.

“I get peace — inner peace,” she said. “More people need
to come back to faith and start connecting with God all over
again. We have forgotten the basics about what this life is all
about. It is not about material things. It is about connecting,
and who better to connect with than the Spirit and other
people.”

There were more than 100 people of all ages and cultural
groups at the May 18 gathering.

“We will continue our prayer meeting every Tuesday at 7
p.m. and everyone is welcome to come,” said Father
Champigny. “We have praying, sharing, intercessions and
testimony, which can be a very powerful part of what we are
doing.”

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Erline Germinal of St. John the Evangelist is a witness to
the power of testimonies. She ended the evening with an
extremely powerful testimony.

“I love coming here every week. | can't wait to get here,”
she said. “Something happened to me that | want to share.

She went on to explain a chain of events, and her delivery
from worry over her child’s tuition that she couldn’t pay due
to the bad economy.

“God has answered my prayers,” she said. “I received a
refund check from the IRS. It was from (a return filed) four
years ago. The IRS sent us this money. We had no idea.

Erline Germinal gives a powerful witness about a
miracle and gift from God as she speaks to a crowd
at St. Jude gathered for a seminar focused on the
Holy Spirit and his gifts.
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Provincial Mission Statement t

Maria Maria

As Carmelites of the North American
Province of St. Elias, our primary mission|is
to follow Jesus Christ through prayer,

fraternity, and prophetic service and
presence in the spirit of Mary and Elijah

Our chief means for fulfilling this Mission .
is by our lives and our ministries. + #

Therefore, we need to develop and
"HOH encourage a sense of contemplative serfice - ( #,

D # < E to all God’s people, with special attention [to

the poor and to developing lay participatipn &/

1 $ in the Church. - (! /

% & , This Mission will require: respect for the
Church’s expectations of all religious to Her
3/D 3 / ( " & E sense of the Gospel, assessment of our
resources especially financial and personpel,
discernment of the viability of current
( lat luation of and decision$ $ 0
D/ - F - v E apostolates, eval i ; 3 0
’ about established and discontinued

apostolates, Provincial and individual ongs, 0
and those based either internationally or fin
) ) the United States of America.
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