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Carmelite Friars                                                         

of the St. Elias Province                                                                        

mourn the passing of two brothers  
(stories & photographs on pages 6 -9) 

Father Aquinas Stack, O.Carm.                                         
July 24, 1932-October 20, 2011 

Father Vincent M. McDonald, O.Carm.                        
February 3, 1920-January 4, 2012 
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To all our dear friends ð 

 This issue of the Vox Eliae  carries the sad news of the deaths of 

two veteran members of the St. Elias Province, Father Aquinas Stack, 

O.Carm. and Father Vincent McDonald, O.Carm.  Both of our brothers 

were well -known Carmelites who served zealously for many years. Both of 

them were lively members of our fraternity, who spiced up and added to our 

life in community. They will be sorely missed by the other friars, by the 

members of their families, and by many of the people of God that they 

served so faithfully. We are happy to devote some space in this issue to 

them, and ask you to keep them in your prayers.  

 We are also happy to share with you the news of the solemn        

profession of vows of Brother Anthony Trung Nguyen, O.Carm. , a  

member of our Carmelite foundation in Vietnam. He is the 13 th  Vietnamese 

friar to profess solemn vows in the Order, and we look forward to adding 

several more to our ranks during 2012. We are grateful to God for the gift of 

every vocation we receive. Page 11 presents to you our current pre -novices. 

We expect to add two more to the community at St. Eliseus Priory, in      

Harrison, New Jersey, in February and two or three more in August. Join 

with us in praying for vocations to our Province and the Order.  

From the Desk of Father Marioé. 

 The first half of 2012 will be a busy time for us. In addition to 

the professions and ordinations we are looking forward to, our Prior 

General,  Most Reverend Fernando Millán Romeral, O.Carm. , 

and the General Councilor for the Americas, Very Reverend Raúl 

Maraví, O.Carm. , will be making the canonical visitation of most of 

the houses of our Province from March 19 to 31, 2012. The Carmelite 

Constitutions require this type of formal visitation to every house and 

religious of the Order every six years. We welcome our Visitators and 

know that their experiences and insights will strengthen the living of 

our Carmelite call.  

 Finally, June 2012 will see the 27th Provincial Chapter of the 

North American Province of St. Elias. It seems like only yesterday 

that we were gathered for our last Chapter, but since then we have 

had two fine Annual General Meetings, and feel ready for this upcom-

ing appointment with the Holy Spirit that every Chapter represents. 

We entrust our Chapter to Mary, the Mother of Carmel, and to the 

Prophet Elijah, our Father and the Patron of our Province. With their 

assistance, we will continue to serve the Lord with gladness.  

 Please enjoy reading this edition of the Vox Eliae . God bless 

you and Mary keep you always.  

     

    Father Mario, O.Carm. 

Father Mario Esposito, O.Carm.  

Many individuals have made donations to the                                          

Carmelite Education Fund                                                                       

which helps in the training of future Carmelite Friars.                     

We have been touched by these gifts, and are grateful for the               

generosity of those who wish to honor our deceased religious                

through these donations to our Carmelite Education Fund.  
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A Day of Remembrance  

 

                                                                                

All Carmelite Souls Mass Celebrated                                            
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,                    

Middletown, New York                                                                            
Saturday, November 5, 2011     

Rev. Bro. Joseph Phuong Ngo (at the lectern)  

Prior Provincial, Father Mario Esposito    

(above center) with                                                    

deacons Rev. Bro. Mark Zittle                               

& Rev. Bro. Joseph Phuong Ngo.  

Carmelite Cemetery in Middletown, New York  

Photographs courtesy of  Father Sunny John, O.Carm. 

(L-R)                                                                            

Novices - Bros. John Baptist Tinh Pham,  

Edgar Varela & Nicholas Blackwell.  
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Brother Anthony Trung Nguyen, O.Carm.                                                      

Professes Solemn Vows  

Brother Anthony Trung Nguyen, O.Carm. kneels before Prior Provincial, Very Reverend Mario Esposito, O.Carm. 

and professes Solemn Vows of Obedience, Poverty and Chastity in the Carmelite Order . 

 On Saturday, November 12, 2011, the Province of 

St. Elias and our foundation in Vietnam celebrated the  

joyous occasion of the profession of solemn vows of Brother 

Anthony Trung Nguyen, O.Carm. The Prior Provincial, 

Father Mario Esposito, O.Carm. , was present to receive 

the vows, and the main concelebrant was Father Joseph 

Trung Tran, O.Carm. , Regional Vicar and Director of  

Formation in Vietnam. Many religious and priests also  

assisted at the ceremony, as well as family members, 

friends, and all of the Carmelite aspirants and candidates.  

 A native of Ha Nam in the north of Vietnam, 

Brother Anthony has been in the formation program of the 

Carmelite Friars for many years. He entered St. Thérèse 

House as a candidate on August 15, 2000. In 2005, he came 

to the United States for the pre -novitiate and novitiate, and 

was simply professed in Middletown, New York, on June 

11, 2007.  Since returning to Vietnam, Brother Anthony has 

been busy. He is currently the President of the student 

body at  the Dominican Center of Studies in Ho Chi Minh  

City, and in the second semester of Third Theology. Brother 

Anthony has been the Procurator at Our Lady of Mt.     

Carmel Priory in Ho Chi Minh City for quite a few years 

and has helped with the Aspirants Program for our        

aspirants since returning.  

 Last summer, Brother Anthony was here in the 

United States to make his 30 -day solemn vow retreat, to 

attend some celebrations, and to meet many of his fellow 

Carmelites and old friends again. He has done a lot of    

research and writing on St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, 

Edith Stein, and has given several presentations on her 

philosophy.  

 We heartily congratulate Brother Anthony, his 

family and his community on the occasion of his final            

commitment to God in Maryõs Order. We look forward with 

him to a long and fruitful life in the Carmelite vocation.  



 

 

Winter 2011 -2012                             Vox Eliae                                Page 5   

(above)                                                                                  

Bro. Anthony Trung                                                       

with family and friends  

Holy Rosary Sisters Convent                                                   
in Ho Chi Minh City 

Brother Anthony Trung Nguyen is pictured above with                     

Father Mario Esposito, O.Carm. and  Vietnamese brothers:                    

(L -R) Dominic Mary Hung Nguyen, Paul Hung Tran, Raphael 

Mary Nhat Tran and pre -novice, Joseph Thinh Tran.  

 


