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Ordination to the Priesthood

National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Middletown, New York

The ordination of Father Francis X. Chinh Nguyen,
O.Carm. , and Father Joseph Nguyen Do, O.Carm. on Saturday,
August 27, 2011, we might say, will never be forgotten. It was a joyous
and beautiful occasion held during an extraordinary week. While
Father Joseph ministers here in the United States as Pre  -Novice Direc-
tor of the St. Elias Province, Father Francis Chinh and both of their
families and friends traveled more than 10,000 miles from Vietnam in
order to share in the celebration. Mother Nature, however, had a week
of surprises in store for all living on the east coast of the United States.
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First, on the Tuesday before the ordination, we had a 5.8
magnitude earthquake, centered in Virginia but felt all the way up the
coast. For the people of California that would have seemed nothing, but
for us, it was a most unusual event! Then, as the days drew closer to
the ordination, so did Hurricane Irene, eventually dumping tons of
water, flooding streets and homes and causing downed power lines, and

destruction throughout the region. In the midst of all this, 150 intrepid
VOX E|_|AE souls gathered for the beautiful ordination ceremony at the National
Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Middletown.

Provincial Newsletter of the

: Bishop Dominick Lagonegro , Auxiliary Bishop of the
North Am((a)rirg:rrl grg\i:]r:eelgfezamt Elias Archdiocese of New York, celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Orders
with all of his usual warmth and prayerfulness. Assisting the Bishop
FALL 2011 were Father Mario Esposito, O.Carm., Prior Provincial of the St.
Elias Province, Father Joseph Trung Tran, O.Carm., Regional
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Fathers Joseph Nguyen Do

and Francis X. Chinh Nguyen

pose happily with Bishop Lagonegro,

Father Mario Esposito, family members and their Carmelite brothers following the Ordination Mass.

Vicar and Formation Director in Vietnam, and two of our
deacons, Rev. Brother Mark Zittle, O.Carm ., and Rev.
Brother Joseph Phuong Ngo, O.Carm.

The Shrine Choir, led by Ms. Maxine Martin, did
a beautiful job, adding so much to the liturgy with hymns
in both English and Viethamese. Father Francis
Amodio, O.Carm. , served as Master of Ceremonies, and
the servers, Carmelite friars and novices, made the whole
event go smoothly and reverently .

For the newly ordained, it was a long journey to
the altar of God. Father Francis Chinh was among the
original group of candidates for the Carmelites that
began in 1996 in Saigon, and Father Joseph Nguyen
began as an aspirant for the Order there in  1998. Both
were simply professed at the National Shrine in Middle-
town in 2004, and both completed their  philosophical and
theological studies at the Dominican Center of Studies in
Vietnam in 2010. During their time in formation, both of
our brothers served as catechists and Father Francis

was actively involved in ministering to migrant workers.

Joyously, we welcomed the parents, family
members and friends of the newly ordained to the Shrine
for the ordination, which was followed by a fine luncheon
prepared and served by the hard -working and efficient
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home before the rain!
Due to the  hurricane, the first Mass

of Thanksgiving for Father Francis had to be cancelled,
but was finally held at St. Simon  Stock Church in the
Bronx on Sunday, September 4th. Father Joseph
celebrated his first Mass at St. Eliseus Priory in

Harrison, New Jersey, on Monday, September 29th.
Festive meals and much joy marked both occasions.

We wish our newly ordained brothers many years
of faith -filled and zealous service in the Lord's vineyard.
May Our Lady of Mount Carmel sustain them in their
vocation and may they "serve the Lord in gladness!"
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